BBAUTY> SPOTS   OF   TRAYAHCGB!             vii
he performed several ceremonies and went to several places of pilgrimage, all of no avail. To his surprise the King found that, as soon as he came to this place, he cast only one shadow^ his own. This naturally excited his curiosity and on enquiry lie was advised to build a temple here in the place of the one washed away. The temple was soon under construction and one night the god appear-ed to him in a dream and told him that on a particular day there would be some flowers floating on the sea at a particular spot, where at the bottom would be found the original idol, which the king was asked to consecrate in the new temple. Accordingly, the idol was found by a fisherman but with the right arm broken, The broken arm was attached to the body by golden leaves. An auspicious hour was fixed for the consecration and everything was got ready* but at the appointed time all the assembled persons fell into a trance and Brahma himself came there and after consecrating the idol disappeared. The king, very much gratified, stayed for some time, endowed the temple liberally, and, after entrusting the management to a body of trustees the chief of whom was Karuthedathu Pazhur Nambudiripad, usurped all the powers to himself and in the reign of Umayatnma Rani (1677-84), the management was taken over by the Sirkar. There are several holy Tirtams (waters) near the place whose origin is variously stated.
(2) OTHER IMPORTANT PLACES OF INTEREST.
Trivandrum. is the capital of the State and the residence of the Ruler. It forms the southern terminus of the Travancore branch of the South Indian Railway, The celebrated shrine ot Sri Padmanabhaswami within the Fort has made the city a great religious centre and attracts pilgrims from all parts of India, The Fort and its neighbourhood constitute the most crowded part of the town, The Kawdiar Palace, the Residency, the Government offices and other public buildings and the residences of the upper classes are picturesquely situated on small eminences, each commanding a refreshing scene of verdure all around. The town has efficient elactric supply and is well equipped with college's;' schools and hospitals. It is also the seat of the Travancore University started in 1937 f The city is provided